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nor to deny that our moral judgments frequently need
correction by reference to the consequences of action upon
human welfare, the only true and ultimate criterion of
moral value.

We may admit also the possibility that, though the
moral sentiments are in the main built up anew in each
individual in the way roughly sketched in the pages
of this volume, some predisposition to their formation
may be inherited, and that, in so far as this is the
case, the capacity of moral judgment, which is rooted
in them, may be said to be innate and, in that sense,
a priori.

It only remains to show that the theory of action
here set forth is implied in the doctrines of some eminent
philosophers (although it has not been explicitly stated by
them), and most clearly perhaps by T. H. Green and Pro-
fessor Stout. These authors recognise the actions of animals
as true conations or expressions of will, in the wider sense
of the word " will." They recognise that human nature
is capable of, or liable to, similar modes of primitive
conation; and that desire is a comparatively complex
mode of conation of which, perhaps, in the proper sense,
men only are capable. But they do not claim that volition
or moral conduct is nothing more than the issue of a
conflict of desires. They rightly tell us that these simpler
modes of conation, blind impulses, cravings, and desires,
are something that each man experiences as, in a sense,
forces acting upon him, impelling him towards this or
that line of action ; and that he knows that his true self
can either oppose such tendencies, or can accept them ;
and that only when the self thus intervenes to accept or
resist desire or impulse do we perform a volitional act.
And by the self they do not mean an abstract entity
of which no account can be given. Green tells us that
by the true self he means the character of the man ;
he uses also the term " conscience M to convey the same
notion ; and by conscience he means something which
has a history in the life of the individual, something that
is slowly built up in the course of moral training and
under the influence of the social environment; conscience